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September lih, 1852. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

Letters were read 

From the Secretary of the Trustees of the New York State Library, 
dated Albany, September 14th, 1852, acknowledging the receipt of the 
Proceedings of the Academy, Vol. 6, No. 3. 

From the Secretary of the American Philosophical Society, dated 
August 20th, 1852, also acknowledging the receipt of a late number of 
the Proceedings. 

Dr. Le Conte read a paper, intended for publication in the Proceed- 
ings, entitled " Description of a new species of Sciurus," which was re- 
ferred to Dr. Ruschenberger, Dr. Leidy, and Dr. Camac. 

Dr. Le Conte presented a second paper, also intended for the Pro- 
ceedings, entitled " Catalogue of the Melyrides of the United States, 
with descriptions of new species." Referred to the same Committee. 

Mr. Cassin announced to the Society the return of Adolphus L. Heermann, 
M. D., a member of this Society, after a residence of nearly three years in various 
parts of California. Dr. H. visited that country for the express purpose of in- 
vestigating its ornithology, and making collections in that, and in other depart- 
ments of natural history, which he has done with great judgment and unrivalled 
zeal, and has brought home the most extensive and valuable collection of birds 
ever made in that country, with many other interesting objects. 

Dr. Genth made some remarks on two series of very interesting salts, dis- 
covered by him about five years ago. They have conjugate bases, containing 
cobalt and ammonia. The salts of one of the bases have red colors of different 
shades between carmine and cherry-red ; those of the other base are orange- 
colored. The red salts are very easily decomposed. The two bases and about 
fifty different salts have been made, most of them in beautiful crystals. Dr. 
Genth stated that (as his time is very limited) Dr. Wolcott Gibbs, of New 
York, who has already prepared some of these salts, independently of his own 
experiments, has promised him, at his request, to join his labor in completing 
this investigation, after which both chemists intend to publish their results 
under their joint names. 



Snptember 14$. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

Letters were read 

From Mr. Gr. W. Fahnestock, dated Philadelphia, September 8th, 
1852, acknowledging the receipt of his notice of election as a Member. 

From Dr. Gr. G. Bisehoff, dated Reading, Pa., June 11th, 1852, ac- 
companying his donation announced this evening. 

Mr. Ashmead called the attention of the members to the collection of marine 
Algae presented by him this evening. He said it was remarked by Harvey in his 
" Nereis Boreali-Americana," that after passing New York, the almost unbroken 
line of sand is nearly destitute of Algce. " I have not," he adds, "received any 
collection of sea plants made between Long Branch and Wilmington." 

However barren of Algae may be the shifting sands along the coast of New 
Jersey, the floating spores have been carried into the inlets, and found a lodg- 
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ment in the shallow bays, on the steep banks of the deeper thoroughfares, and 
in the sound from the Great Egg Harbor river to Cape Island. Algae occur in great 
abundance, parasitical on the common eel grass (Zostera marina), which is so 
extensively dispersed in the bays, and on the bars in the vicinity of Beesley's 
Point, and which grows with such luxuriance as seriously to obstruct the passage 
of boats when the tide is out. I found Algae growing on the oyster beds, on 
sand bars, mud flats, also on shells, sods, and such submerged substances 
as afforded a resting place. 

The submerged portions of the ship Rhine, which went ashore last winter at 
Corson's Inlet, are already literally covered with marine vegetation. 

From the want of a standard collection in the Academy, I am unable at pre- 
sent, with my limited knowledge of the science, to determine satisfactorily 
many of the species. Among the specimens on the table will be found : 

Fucus vesiculosus, Linn. Very common. 

Ectocarpus littoralis, Lyng. 

Ceramium rubrum, Ag. f ■<.-*> 

C. diaphanum, Ag! £ parasitic on Zostera manna. 

Callithamnion polyspermum, Ag. 

Nemaleon _ 1 

Laurencia tenuissima, Grev. 
Polysiphonia, several species. 
Bryopsis plumosa, Ag. 

Lyngbia 1 

Ulva latissima, Linn. 
Rbabdonia Baileyi, Harvey. 
Ulva compressa. 



September 21*tf. 
Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

Dr. Leidy presented a paper from Prof. 8. F. Baird and Charles 
Girard, intended for publication in the Proceedings, on the " Charac- 
teristics of some new Reptiles in the Museum of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution," which was referred to Dr. Halloweli, Dr. Le Conte, and Dr. 
Leidy. 

Dr. Le Conte presented a paper, intended for publication in the Pro- 
ceedings, entitled " Synopsis of the Scydmaenid® of the United States." 
Referred to Dr. Leidy, Dr. Fisher, and Dr. Zantzinger. 

Dr. Le Conte presented a second paper, also intended for publication, 
entitled " An attempt at a Synopsis of the genus Geomys Raf.," which 
was referred to Dr. Wilson, Mr. Cassin, and Dr. Woodhouse. 

Dr. Leidy called the attention of the Society to a fragment of a jaw 
containing two teeth of Tapirus Haysii. This species had been charac- 
terized by him at a previous meeting, from a single tooth presented by 
Dr. Hays to the Academy, and which at that time was the only portion 
known. The present specimen is from the Post Pleiocene, near Natchez, 
Miss., and was sent to Dr. Leidy by Mr. Wales. 



September 28tA. 
Mr. Obd, President, in the Chair. 
The Committee to which had been referred the following papers by 
Dr. J. Le Conte, reported in favor of publication in the Proceedings. 



